Educational Philosophy
My philosophy of education is based on students realizing that learning is a life long journey not confined to “school”.    Education should teach the learner how to learn.  
Learning requires two parts.  First, there needs to be an accumulation of basic facts or knowledge.  Second and more importantly, learning deals with developing thought processes that order or makes sense of our knowledge.  I call this development of thought processes, teaching the learner to “think”.  The analogue I give is a toolbox.  Each tool in the toolbox is a way of thinking (or thought process).  So, as a learner gathers knowledge, they also develop new ways of “thinking” or how to order this knowledge.  In other words, they have developed a new tool for their toolbox.  Therefore, when the learner tries to solve a problem or gather new data, they can first see if they already have a “tool” in their toolbox that will solve the problem or that they need to develop a new “tool”.  Education should provide a setting so that the learner can develop these skills.  Once these skills are developed, “school” or a formal educational setting is not needed and the learner can “learn” anywhere and for the rest of their lives.
From the discussion above, my educational philosophy is a mixture of Essentialism (mastery of knowledge) and Progressivism (develop thought processes).  Even though I place more emphasis on the latter, I feel that knowing facts are important which goes against some of the more recent educational literature that de-emphasizes memorizing facts.  I feel that this approach is detrimental to the learner since one must start with some knowledge before one can develop thought processes for that knowledge.
 In my class, I am trying to implement my educational philosophy.  With the use of Internet, I am just starting to put all my “lecture notes” on my website as both written and verbally.   The goal is to have the learner obtain the “lecture notes” at home that free-up the classroom time to concentrate on the develop of the thought process.  In this way, the learner has the benefit of their peers (can work in groups) and the teacher to solidify their new “tools”.  Eventually, the learner will have so many “tools” that they will have to develop a procedure on picking out the correct “tool”.  Educational people call this process, higher ordering thinking.  
Assessment usually consists of a mix of checking to see if the basic facts have been memorized and can they use their “tools” correctly.  As most of my courses are heavily mathematical, I give partial credit and all work must be shown or the learner gets no credit.  In my class, it is the process (way of thinking) that is KING and not the answer.  I emphasis the process so much that I usually give the answers to my homework assignment before they do the assignment.  I want to see all the work so that I know they are developing the correct thought processes or tools for their toolbox.  One day, I will not be there and I want the learner to be able to use or develop the correct “tool” for situation at hand.  Therefore, they will have the “tools” to be life long learners.  
