2013-2014     328 Honors Chemistry Class Policy (Mr. McLeod)

1.
Rules of Conduct and Behavior :   

a. Be respectful of the teacher and classmates.

b. Be “on-time” or have a “good reason”

c. YOU are ultimately RESPONSIBLE for YOUR actions, 

so think before you act and ACT RESPONSIBLY 

2. Communication

The main line of communication or knowing what is going on in class will be thru my website, tmcleod.org , click on Level 1 Chemistry (328).  If you need to correspond with me specifically, please use my school email account, tmcleod@duxbury.k12.ma.us.  If I need to email you, I will use your school email account.  Parent, emailing is best,  not calling.   

GRADES – I keep all my grades public all the time on the Portal.  I will post grades after I give the graded material back to the class (all my classes 1st before posting).  Missing work will be given 0 (“zero”) until made up per school rules.  The only exception is homework that will be explained later in this document.  

3. Extra Help

Every learner will at times need extra help.  You are encouraged to use your classmate as resources.  If you are still having problems, I am available for extra help before or after school.  However, there will be days when I must leave at 3:00PM (i.e. 2 Wednesday of each month are faculty/department meeting that meet from 3-4pm).  So, touch base with me if you need extra help.  Also, please fill in the “After School Help Sign-in Sheet” each time you come in for extra help.  Recognizing the need for help and taking appropriate steps to get it are important aspects of the course (and are responsible actions).   
4. Notebook

Keeping a daily written record of all activities and information presented in class is absolutely essential to understanding the course work.  If you miss a class period for any reason, you should get the information you missed from a reliable colleague and obtain any missing handouts from the desired area (and/or class webpage).  Learning to take good notes in a subject as abstract as chemistry is an excellent preparation for a college experience.  I expect you use a 3 ring binder and have a separate 1-subject spiral bound notebook for lab information.
Study groups are highly recommended.

5. Homework

Homework is an activity that helps you to expand the class experience.  It reinforces concepts introduced in class by giving you a chance to practice skills and helps you to find areas that you may not fully understand.  These assignments should be completed in your notebooks including 1) the question in a paraphrased form and 2) process/steps for determining the answer.  SIMPLY A NUMBER ANSWER OR WRITTEN ANSWER (WITHOUT JUSTIFICATION) IS NOT AN ANSWER.   

The majority of grading of homework will be to go around the room to check to see if the students have done/tried the homework (not for correctness).  So, if you don’t know the answer, at least put down as many steps as possible.  Blank answers are considered not done and I will take off the grade for them.  Periodically, however, homework will be graded for correctness either by collecting & grading specific problems or by quiz where they can use their homework.  

All homework is due at the beginning of class (ie when I ask for it).   If you are absent for the assignment or not present when I check homework, you will be exempt for that grade (does not hurt or help your grade).  You are still expected to do the homework though.  If I give a homework quiz, you do have to make that up.
Homework can found on the website.  If there is nothing written for your class, please look at other sections to see if there is really homework but I just mistakenly did not write it for your class.
6. Labs

The lab experience is a valuable part of the course.  Hopefully, the labs will help in understanding the concepts being discussed in class.  Lab handouts will be given out and will be reviewed before completing labs.  Specific lab reports will be collected and graded.  All lab information will be maintained in your spiral bound 1-Subject notebook (lab notebook).  You will be responsible for lab information either via chapter tests and/or lab quiz/test.  If collected, late labs will lose credit.  All labs are due on the due date.  If you are going to be absent, have someone else bring in the lab on the due date.  

No food or drink will be allowed in the lab area or during lab days.  No “horseplay” will be tolerated during labs.  If this occurs, the offending learner(s) will be removed from the lab and will receive a grade of zero on the lab.  Further offenses will affect the learner’s ability to perform other labs.  REMEMBER, SAFTEY IS PRIORITY ONE IN LAB.   

7. Tests/Quizzes

Announced and unannounced quizzes will be periodically given.  If you are absent, the quiz must be made up before the next class (i.e. come and see ASAP to make up quiz).

Test will be announced well in advance via the homework page on my website..  Absent learners must make-up the test ASAP.  Tests will not be given back until all learners have completed the test. THERE ARE NO MAKE UP TEST, so BE PREPARED THE 1ST TIME.

Unless specified during the term, there is no extra credit work available.
8. Grading

The overall grade for this course will be based on a point system.  Simply add up
all your points and divide by the maximum number of points to obtain your
overall term grade.  The relative point distribution is:

1. Homework   15-20pt

2. Quiz/Lab      20-25pt

3. Test   
  60-70pt

The above numbers are per “chapter” (grouping of knowledge).  We do not follow

 the book by chapter so it is more of a collection of sections/parts of chapters. 

As stated above, grades will eventually be posted on the Portal.  If a learner

 wants to keep track of their own grades, there is a grade sheet that can be printed

 out to keep those grades (called Term Grade Sheet on main page of website).
