328 Honors Chemistry Class Policy (Mr. McLeod)

1. Communication:
Learners: 

The best way of getting in touch with me is to come to Rm236 after school.  Except for NHS monthly meetings and teacher meetings, I am around my room every day after school until 3:00PM or later.

Parents: 

The best way of communicating is e-mail (t_mcleod@duxbury.k12.ma.us).  I check it daily.  However, there are many days when I can’t get to e-mail until after school.  I do not check my voice mail.
My website: 

I have a website, www.tmcleod.org, click on Level 1.  Homework and other class information are located on this website.
2. Rules of Conduct and Behavior :   
a. Be respectful of the teacher and classmates.

b. Be “on-time” or have a “good reason”

3. Extra Help

Every learner will at times need extra help.  You are encouraged to use your classmate as the first resource.  If you still are having problems, I am available for extra help before or after school.  However, there will be days when I must leave at 2:20PM.  YOU NEED TO CHECK THE CALENDAR IN THE BACK WALL TO SEE THE DAYS I AM BUSY.  There is a sign in sheet you should fill out every time you come and see me after school.  It is located on the side wall near where you put completed absent work.  “Recognizing the need for help and taking appropriate steps to get it are important aspects of the course.

4. Grades
As the attached grading policy sheet explains, my grades are based on a points system.  Each task is given a possible (maximum) point score.  Therefore, to determine a learner’s average, simply sum up all the learner’s scores and divide by the sum of all the possible scores.

At the beginning of each term, I hand out a sheet where the learners can keep track of their grades.  Look under Term Grade Sheet on the website and you can print one off anytime.  It is your responsibility to keep track of the grades.  Periodically, I will post each learner’s grades on my website.  If you go to Current List of Grades for Each Student and click on it, the website will take you to a webpage that you can access your own grades.  This page is password (and ID) protected.  You will be given the ID and password (learner and parent share unique password for that learner).  IT NEEDS TO BE UNDERSTOOD THAT I DO NOT UPDATE THIS WEBPAGE LIST OF GRADES DAILY!!!!IT WOULD BE TOO TIME CONSUMING.  
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5. Homework

Homework is an activity that helps you to expand the class experience.  It reinforces concepts introduced in class by giving you a chance to practice skills and helps you to find areas that you may not fully understand.  These assignments should be completed in your notebooks including 1) the question in a paraphrased form and 2) process/steps for determining the answer.  SIMPLY A NUMBER ANSWER OR WRITTEN ANSWER (WITHOUT JUSTIFICATION) IS NOT AN ANSWER.   

Periodically, homework will be graded.  It is due at the beginning of class.  If you do not have the homework, you can come in after school that day and actually do it after school (NOT SHOW IT TO ME).  You will receive ½ credit.  Absent learners must show homework by next class or you get a zero for the assignment.  I don’t grade for correctness but if you tried.  So, if you don’t know the answer, at least put down as many steps as possible.  Blank answers are considered not done and I will take off the grade for them.

The actual homework will be posted on my website under your Period.  I usually have several section of this class and they are basically given the same homework.  Therefore, if there is no homework written for your period, please check to make sure that other sections did not have homework also.  They will ensure that I just forgot to post your period’s homework.

PLEASE UNDERSTAND:  “READING” means both “READING AND TAKING NOTES”    

6. Tests/Quizzes

Announced and unannounced quizzes will be periodically given.  If you are absent, the quiz must be made up before the next class (i.e. come and see me ASAP to make up the quiz).

Test will be given at the end of each chapter.  These tests will be announced well in advance.  Absent learners must make-up the test within 2 school days or an agreed upon time with the teacher.  Class tests will not be given back until all learners have completed the test. 

Upon the decision of the teacher, tests can be scaled or the learners can make-up the test.  If make-up tests are given, there will be a designated day after school to complete the test.  The test grade written in my term gradebook will be a simple average of the two grades (original and make-up).  If a scale was applied to the original test, the make-up WILL NOT use that scale or any other scale.  
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If the make-up test policy is abused (i.e. learners doing worst on the make-up), then the teacher can eliminate the practice of make-up test all together.

Unless specified during the term, there is no other extra credit work available.
7. Labs

The lab experience is a major part of the course.  Hopefully, the labs will help in understanding the concepts being discussed in class.  Lab handouts will be given out and will be reviewed before completing labs.  Specific lab reports will be collected and graded.  Lab material can be included on the chapter tests/quizzes.  On the website, you can print out the Lab Rubric (scoring guide for lab report) and Lab Rubric Grade Sheet (worksheet showing how you get actual numeric grade). 

No food or drink will be allowed in the lab area or during lab days.  No “horseplay” will be tolerated during labs.  If this occurs, the offending learner(s) will be removed from the lab and will receive a grade of zero on the lab.  Further offenses will affect the learners ability to perform other labs.  REMEMBER, SAFTEY IS PRIORITY ONE IN LAB.   

When collected, late labs will lose credit (at rate of one letter grade per late day).  All labs are due on the due date.  If you are going to be absent, have someone else bring in the lab on the due date.  

8.
Missing Class Pass
There will be times during the term where you need to leave the class (i.e. forgot your book, need to go to the bathroom, etc).  Each time this occurs, you will hand in a “Missing Class Pass” to me.  You get three of these passes a semester.  If you need to leave the room more than three times, you may (you of course must sign a pass, etc).  At the end of each term, you can pass in to me any of these passes and it counts 5 points out of 5 points towards you overall grade.  You must have at least one pass for a term. 
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The overall grade for this course will be based on a point system.  Simply add up all your points and divide by the maximum number of points to obtain your grade.  Since I have a computer program doing this calculation, we will round to the “ones-digit”.  Therefore, the grades will have either 2 or 3 “significant figures”.

The following is an example of the point system.  If this system needs to be changed, I will inform you at the beginning of Term 2.

1. Homework
            Up to 20pts. 

Homework can be checked several times during a chapter/concept.
2. Labs


Up to 30pts

Grading for labs can be in several forms including the lab rubric, lab quizzes, etc.  Each lab will graded in some fashion.
3. Notebook 

Up to 20pts
There will be at least one notebook check a term that will be counted as a quiz.   It will be an unannounced quiz but all the answers will be directly from the notes.
4. Quizzes           
Up to 30 pts

There can be announced or unannounced quizzes depending on the material and behavior of the learners.  As with the homework, several quizzes could be given during one chapter/concept.
5. Tests

Up to 70 pts  
If absent, learner must take the test within 2 school days or as agreed to with teacher.  After that, you lose 10 pts per school day.

FOR EXAMPLE:   

Task 



Your score


Maximum score
Homework 


        8



          10

Lab



        15


          20

Test



         87


          100





      -----


          -----

Total 



      110


          130

Your grade         110/130   = 84.6     rounded to  85

